《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Joel》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Author. Nothing is mentioned concerning the personality of the prophet Joel beyond the name of his father, Pethuel (Joel 1:1); but he clearly lived in Jerusalem, since the Temple appears ever present before him (Joel 1:9, Joel 1:13-14, Joel 1:16; Joel 2:17), and the sound of alarm is given from Zion (Joel 2:1), and the people are summoned thither for a solemn assembly (Joel 2:17). He also does not notice the northern kingdom, but speaks of Judah and Jerusalem having suffered from their enemies (Joel 3:1, Joel 3:6), and promises to them a recompense (Joel 3:8, Joel 3:17, Joel 3:20).

2. Date. The date of the book of Joel is determined alone by internal evidence. A terminus a quo is fixed by the dispersion and wrongs mentioned in Joel 3:1-6. Many have seen in these a reference to the sacking of Jerusalem during the reign of Jehoram (about 850 b.c.) by the Philistines and Arabians, recorded in 2 Chronicles 21:16.; In that case the book would probably be one of the earliest of the prophetic writings, a formerly prevalent view, suggested by its position in the Canon after Hosea. Agreeable to this early date have been pointed out, (1) that the condemnation of Egypt and Edom for having shed innocent blood (Joel 3:19) may refer to the invasion of Shishak during the reign of Rehoboam (1 Kings 14:25), and to the revolt of Edom under Jehoram (2 Kings 8:20); (2) that the mention of the valley of Jehoshaphat preserves a lively recollection of that king's victory at the valley of Berachah (2 Chronicles 20:26); (3) that the simplicity of the teaching of Joel indicates an early period of written prophecy; (4) especially as fixing the date of his book in the early part of the reign of Joash (837-801 b.c.), that it is silent concerning the king—then in his minority; (5) that idolatry and Baal worship are not mentioned, since they did not flourish when the king was under the influence of Jehoiada the priest (2 Kings 12:2; 2 Chronicles 24:17.); (6) that the priests and the worship of Jehovah are made prominent (Joel 1:18; Joel 2:17), something also to be expected at the same time through the influence of Jehoiada; and, finally, (7) that the failure to mention the Syrians, Assyrians, or Chaldeans as enemies of Judah, is also agreeable to this date, since only late in the reign of Joash did the Syrians, through Hazael, threaten Judah (2 Kings 12:17.).

But, in spite of this apparent accumulation of evidence, it is doubtful whether the dispersion and wrongs of Joel 3:1-6, where the partition of the land is definitely stated (Joel 3:2), can refer to any other event than the Chaldean conquest of Judah, and the following considerations also are in favour of a post-exilic date. (1) The words of Joel stand in strong contrast to those of the early prophets, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, and Jeremiah, who emphasised the defection of Israel from Jehovah through deeds of violence and oppression, political alliances and idolatry, and based almost wholly upon these their calls for repentance or forebodings of divine judgment. But these features are entirely wanting in the book of Joel. Human agencies, also, are not found as instruments of divine judgments, as in the earlier prophets, except in the slightest degree, but supernatural manifestations take their place, and thus the book is of the nature of an apocalypse, a kind of writing prevalent from the captivity and onward. One feature of the apocalyptic literature is the use made of parallels from earlier writings, and these are frequent in the book of Joel. (2) The stress laid upon sacrifices and the prominence given to the priests (Joel 1:9, Joel 1:13; Joel 2:17) reflect a highly developed ecclesiastical community, which the Jews became after the exile. (3) The mention of the Grecians in connexion with the slave trade (Joel 3:6) points strongly to the post-exilic period when Syrian slaves were in request in Greece. (4) The silence concerning the northern kingdom and the Syrians, Assyrians and Chaldeans, and a king in Judah, already mentioned, favour a post-exilic date. (5) The references to Edom and Egypt can also readily be explained from the post-exilic point of view, since bitter feeling then continued toward Edom, and Egypt might be mentioned typically: see Joel 3:19. And, finally, (6) the language favours a post-exilic writer. Hence the more prevailing view among scholars now is that the book of Joel belongs to the post-exilic period, and was written cirJoel 500 b.c., though possibly considerably later.

3. Subject and Occasion. The general subject of Joel is divine judgment, or the Day of Jehovah. This is depicted in 1- Joel 2:17 under the form of a locust plague, which undoubtedly was the occasion of the prophecy. So vivid is the description of the locusts, especially under the figure of an army (Joel 2:6-11), that some have supposed the language figurative and have taken the account as presaging a future invasion or experience of Israel after the analogy of that of the hosts of Gog and Magog described in Ezekiel 38, 39. But the prophet is rather speaking of literal locusts, addressing his contemporaries in view of present distress. His description of the advent of these insects as a Day of Jehovah and as a destruction from the Almighty (Joel 1:15) with terrifying natural phenomena (Joel 2:10) is none too strong to express the feeling awakened by the presence of real locusts. The fearfulness of their devastations has been attested again and again by travellers and scientific observers. Locusts darken the sky, their sound is like that of a rushing wind or falling water; nothing can break their ranks or turn them back; neither fire nor water as ordinarily applied stays their progress; they devour all vegetation; they penetrate into houses; and finally, when their work is accomplished, driven by the wind into the sea their dead bodies have been cast up in heaps to putrefy the atmosphere and produce disease. Thus the interpretation that finds literal locusts is justified, and yet, doubtless, in the prophet's mind the scourge itself was a figure of a great and final day of judgment, and that thought intensified his language and made it somewhat ideal.

After a two-fold description of this day of judgment through locusts, with calls for fasting and prayer (Joel 1:2 to Joel 2:17), it is said, 'Jehovah had pity on his people' (Joel 2:18 RV), implying that the people had fasted and prayed and that their intercession had availed. Then the promises are given of the removal of the locusts and the restoration of the fruitfulness of the land (Joel 2:19-27), and of the bestowal of the divine spirit of knowledge (Joel 2:28-32). In connexion with this latter promise a glimpse of the already suggested terrible day of final judgment is given (Joel 2:30-32), and this becomes the direct theme of the remainder of the book in two different forms: first, a judgment restricted to the immediate neighbours of Israel (Joel 3:1-8); and then, secondly, one embracing all nations (Joel 3:9-21).

4. Teaching. The book of Joel addresses the Christian Church under visitations of evil with a call for humility and intercession both through outward form and ceremony and through the inward motions of the heart, with the assurance that God hears and answers prayer, turning the day of calamity into one of prosperity. It heralds Jehovah as the judge of all mankind to right wrongs, giving temporal and spiritual blessings unto His faithful people without distinction, and punishing evildoers. Thus it appeals to our innate sense of justice and becomes a source of hope and strength when the righteous are tried. A final blissful salvation is assured to the people of God. But, at the same time, the book has limitations in fostering a spirit of retaliation (Joel 3:8), in presenting no salvation for the heathen (cp. in contrast Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 19:18-25), and, while doubtless the assumption is that the saved Israelites are righteous and the other nations are wicked, yet the distinction between the saved and unsaved is racial rather than spiritual and moral, and the narrow feeling of the Jews, which the book of Jonah was written to counteract, is reflected, and its universal judgment scene (Joel 3:9-21) needs to be supplemented by that of Matthew 25:31-46, even as its promise of the outpouring of the Spirit (Joel 2:28.) finds fulfilment in spiritual gifts to the Church which are far wider than those of the single day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14.).

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20

The Coming of the Locusts a Harbinger of the Day of the Lord
After the title (Joel 1:1), the prophet announces an unheard of and long to be remembered ruin, wrought by locusts (Joel 1:2-4), and summons the users of wine to bewail the destruction of vineyards (Joel 1:5-7). He calls for lamentation, like that of a widowed bride, over the loss of sacrificial offerings, and wasted fields and orchards (Joel 1:8-12). He commands the priests to lament and to appoint a fast and a meeting for prayer (Joel 1:13-14), and then he vividly describes the failure of crops and distress of cattle (Joel 1:16-20).

1. Joel] see Intro. Pethuel] entirely unknown.

4. The palmerworm, cankerworm, caterpiller, and locust, are not different insects, but in the original four different names of the locust, possibly representing it in different stages of growth; yet here in a climactic description, i.e. 'swarm upon swarm.' The use of synonyms for a common object is characteristic of Hebrew.

5. New wine] RV 'sweet wine,' primarily the freshly pressed juice of the grape or other fruit. 

6. A nation] figurative of the locusts: cp. similar figure for ants and conies in Proverbs 30:25. My land] i.e. of Jehovah since the prophet gives His message. The teeth of a lion] in destructiveness. The cheek teeth] RV 'The jaw teeth.' The lion was common in ancient Palestine.

7. Locusts consume not only plants and vegetables, but also small branches and tender bark, thus exposing the white wood. Cast it away] i.e. the unedible fragments of bark and wood which fall to the ground.

8. A general address to the people. The simile may contain an underlying reference to the abandonment of the people by Jehovah, since the union between them was often typified by the marriage relation, and the disaster of the locust plague implied that Jehovah had forsaken the land. 

9. The meat offering (RV 'meal offering') and the drink offering] Two daily offerings which went with the morning and evening sacrifice of a lamb, the one consisting of fine flour mingled with oil and the other of a libation of wine: cp. Exodus 29:38-42; Numbers 28:1-8; Leviticus 2:1-16. Is cut off] i.e. cannot be provided. 

10. The land mourneth] Nature is represented in the OT. with the same feelings as those of man. Cp. for mourning Isaiah 33:9; Jeremiah 12:4, Jeremiah 12:11; Jeremiah 23:10; Amos 1:2.

Corn, wine, and oil, the three principal products of the soil of Palestine, frequently mentioned together as from Jehovah (Joel 2:19; Deuteronomy 7:13; Deuteronomy 11:14; Deuteronomy 28:51; Jeremiah 31:12; Hosea 2:8, Hosea 2:23). The corn (ARV 'grain') was principally wheat, barley, and spelt or vetch. Rye and oats were not grown. The oil was that of the olive. 

11. Be ye ashamed, etc.] RM 'The husbandmen are ashamed, the vinedressers howl.'

12. Palm tree] Symbol of glory or beauty (Psalms 92:12; Song of Solomon 7:7.; Jeremiah 10:5), but here mentioned as a fruit tree. Its dates are very valuable. The apple] sometimes rendered 'apricot,' although apples are found in Palestine: cp. Proverbs 25:11; Song of Solomon 2:3, Song of Solomon 2:5; Song of Solomon 7:9. 

13. Gird yourselves] i.e. with sackcloth: cp. Isaiah 32:11. Lie all night] cp. David (2 Samuel 12:16), Ahab (1 Kings 21:27). Nothing was more terrible to the Jewish mind than the failure of the daily sacrifice.

14. Sanctify.. a fast] i.e. keep a holy fast unto Jehovah. As feasting is a natural expression of joy so fasting is of grief, and fasts were observed in times of distress along with confession of sin and prayer for divine favour (Judges 20:26; 1 Samuel 7:6; 2 Samuel 12:16; 1 Kings 21:27; Psalms 69:10.; Ezra 10:6; Nehemiah 9:1; Jonah 3:5-9; Daniel 9:3), and entered also regularly into the Jewish calendar (Leviticus 16:29; Zechariah 7:3, Zechariah 7:5; Zechariah 8:19). Gather the elders, etc.] better, 'Gather, O elders, all the inhabitants,' or omit 'elders.'

15. The day of the Lord] early in popular thought a time when Jehovah granted victory unto Israel (Amos 5:18), but in prophetic discourse a time of signal divine manifestation in judgment (as here in the locust plague, Joel 2:1, Joel 2:11, cp. Isaiah 2:12; Isaiah 13:6; Amos 5:18; Zephaniah 1:7, Zephaniah 1:14; Malachi 4:5), and especially in connexion with the final consummation of Jehovah's plan for Israel, and thus a day of salvation (Joel 2:31.; Joel 3:14.; Malachi 4:5.).

16. Meat] i.e. food. Many of the celebrations at the Temple were occasions of rejoicing over abundant harvests and the like (Deuteronomy 16:10, Deuteronomy 16:13-15; Deuteronomy 12:6-7; Deuteronomy 26:1, Deuteronomy 26:10.) 

17. RM 'The seeds shrivel,' from the drought, which seems to have accompanied the locust plague. 

19. Fire.. flame] figurative of the drought.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-32

Repentance followed by Restoration
Joel 2:1-17 are another description of the locust plague. An alarm is sounded as though the Day of Jehovah had come (Joel 2:1-3). The advance of the locusts into the city is described under the figure of an invading army (Joel 2:4-11). A message to the penitent is given from Jehovah (Joel 2:12-14), and a call is issued for a fast of supplication (Joel 2:15-17). Then follow the announcements that Jehovah has had pity on His people, and that He will remove the locusts (Joel 2:18-20), and restore abundantly the prosperity of the land (Joel 2:21-27), and afterward pour out His spirit and grant deliverance in His great day (Joel 2:28-32).

1. The blown trumpet was a signal of danger (Jeremiah 6:1; Ezekiel 33:3; Amos 3:6). Day of the Lord] cp. Joel 1:15. 

2. Darkness, etc.] caused either by the clouds of locusts, or a figure of calamity: cp. Amos 5:18; Zephaniah 1:5.

3. The devastation wrought by the locusts was as though the country had been swept by a fire. Garden of Eden] Genesis 2:8. called also 'garden of Jehovah,' Genesis 13:10 : cp. Ezekiel 28:13; Ezekiel 36:35. 

4. The head of a locust resembles somewhat that of a horse, hence the German name heupferd and Italian cavalletta. So shall they run] RV 'so do they run.' The description in this and the following vv. is not of a future but a present catastrophe, hence the verbs are to be rendered in the present, as in RV. 
5. Shall they leap] RV 'do they leap.' The rustling noise of locusts has been likened by travellers to the sounds 'of the dashing of waters by the mill wheel,' and 'of a great cataract,' and their feeding to the noise 'of the crackling of a prairie fire.'

6. RV 'At their presence the peoples are in anguish: all faces are waxed pale.'

7. RV 'They run.. they climb.. they march.. they break not.'

8. RV 'Neither doth one thrust another; they march every one in his path: and they burst through the weapons, and break not off their course.' Thus compact is the march of locusts. No weapons avail to stem their approach. 

9. RV 'They leap upon the city; they run upon the wall; they climb up into the houses; they enter.'

10. 'The earth quaketh.. heavens tremble.. are darkened.. stars withdraw.' The advent of the locusts is idealised as though with them came also the earthquake and the eclipse. The Hebrews conceived of the heavens as solid, and hence spoke of their trembling. 

11. RV 'uttereth.' The voice of Jehovah is thunder (Psalms 29), hence the thought is that of a great storm accompanying the locusts.

12. With all your heart] cp Deuteronomy 6:5. 

13. Rend your heart] even as the Psalmist speaks of a broken heart (Psalms 51:17). 

14. The divine will is neither arbitrary nor fixed, but is deeply affected by human intercessions and conditions, and hence a purpose of destruction may be changed (Jeremiah 18:18; Jeremiah 42:10; Amos 7:3, Amos 7:6). 

15. Cp. Joel 2:1, Joel 1:14.

16. Closet] The same, of course, as the chamber of the bridegroom. The Heb. word means 'canopy' or 'pavilion,' and its usage comes from the primitive nuptial tent provided for the wedded pair. 

17. The porch of the Temple, in front of which stood the altar in the court of the priests. That the heathen, etc.] RM 'that the nations should use a byword against them,' i.e. that they should become a byword through their wretched abandonment by God. RV 'among the peoples.' On the taunt, cp. Psalms 42:10; Psalms 79:10; Psalms 115:2. 

18. ARV 'Then was Jehovah jealous for his land and had pity on his people.' It is implied that the fast and solemn assembly were held, and that Jehovah responded to the cry of His people with the promises of Joel 2:19-32. 

19. RV 'and the Lord answered and said unto his people.'

20. The northern army] or, 'the northerner,' i.e. the locusts, which might possibly have come from the N., although usually in Palestine from the S. or SE. Probably they are idealised as typical of the enemies of Israel, who are frequently spoken of as coming from the N (Jeremiah 1:14; Jeremiah 4:6; Jeremiah 10:22; Ezekiel 38:6, Ezekiel 38:15; Ezekiel 39:2). Land barren and desolate] the deserts S. and SE. of Judah. With his face] RV 'his forepart.' The east sea] i.e. the Dead Sea. The utmost sea] RV 'the western sea,' i.e. the Mediterranean.

And his stink, etc.] See Intro. Hath done, etc.] i.e. in destruction. The same phrase is used of the beneficent acts of Jehovah in Joel 2:21.

21. Introduces the promise of renewed prosperity. 

22. Be not afraid] of famine. Do spring] i.e. are renewed with fresh grass: cp. Joel 1:7, Joel 1:12, Joel 1:18., where the desolation is described.

23. Moderately] RV 'in just measure.' The former.. and the latter rain] the rains at seedtime in early winter and before the harvest in early spring. In the first month] RM 'at (= as at) the first,' i.e. before the calamity of drought and locusts. 

25. Cp. Joel 1:4; Joel 2:11.

26. And my people, etc.] probably by copyist error from next verse.

27. The rain and the harvests are evidences of Jehovah's presence. Israel] the Jewish community so called after the exile. None else] an assertion of monotheism: cp. Deuteronomy 4:35, Deuteronomy 4:39; 1 Kings 8:60; Isaiah 45:5-6, Isaiah 45:18.

And my people, etc.] The glorious climax. Under the figure of the locust plague and the promised years of plenty, the prophet saw the final judgment and felicity of Israel, and thus he is naturally led to the thought of Joel 2:28-32.

28. Afterward] The prophets saw the future purposes of God realised one after the other without fixed intervals of time. Material blessings imply spiritual ones: both nature and man are to be renewed. My spirit] of knowledge or divine revelation, since it results in prophecy, dreams, and visions: a spirit of obedience is presupposed: cp. Jeremiah 24:7; Jeremiah 31:33.; Jeremiah 32:29; Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:27; Ezekiel 39:29; Isaiah 32:15; Isaiah 44:3. All flesh] all classes of society, as the context shows. Your daughters] Women frequently had the prophetic gift in Israel. Under prophecy we may understand an utterance, through divine ecstasy or compulsion (1 Samuel 10:10.; Amos 3:8; Isaiah 8:11; Jeremiah 1:7; Jeremiah 20:9). Dreams, although belittled by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 23:28), and visions were frequent means of divine revelation: cp. Dreams, Genesis 20:3; Genesis 28:12; Genesis 37:5, Genesis 37:9; Visions Isaiah 6:1; Amos 7:1, Amos 7:4, Amos 7:7; Amos 8:1; Jeremiah 1:11; Ezekiel 1:1., etc. Since young men are dreamers and old men seers, it may be implied that youth shall have the knowledge of age and age the enthusiasm of youth. 

29. All persons, even menials, receive the spirit. 

30. Great events, according to the thought of the ancient world, were accompanied with striking historical and natural phenomena; hence the great Day of Jehovah, which involved the destruction of His enemies and the redemption of His people, would be heralded with wonders. Blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke] indications of warfare are the wonders in the earth. 

31. Eclipses are the wonders in the heavens: cp. Amos 8:9; Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 3:27; Matthew 24:29; Luke 21:10. 

32. RV 'In Jerusalem shall be those that escape as Jehovah hath said, and among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call.' In the general destruction the condition of escape is calling on Jehovah, and the saved remnant of Israel is at Jerusalem, and among them are those whom Jehovah has called from elsewhere, i.e. the Jews of the dispersion: cp. Isaiah 27:12.; Isaiah 66:19. Joel 2:28-32 are applied in Acts 2:16. to the day of Pentecost. This application shows that this OT. prophecy is fulfilled in facts of divine manifestations rather than in an identity of form.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-21

The Judgment of the Heathen and the Glory of Israel
A general judgment of all nations, for their mistreatment of Israel, is announced in the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:1-4). Tyre, Zidon, and Philistia, immediate neighbours of Israel, are arraigned for robbery and slave trade, and sentenced according to the lex talionis (Joel 3:5-8). All nations are then summoned as though to a tryst of arms before Jehovah (Joel 3:9-13), whose terrible Day is described (Joel 3:14-17), ending with the blessing of Judah through the fertility of its land, and with the doom of desolation for Egypt and Edom (Joel 3:18-21).

1. In those days, etc.] i.e. the period of the Day of Jehovah just mentioned. Bring again the captivity] restore the prosperity, a technical phrase for an epoch-making change: cp. Amos 9:14; Psalms 14:7; Job 42:10; Ezekiel 16:53.

2. Valley of Jehoshaphat] an ideal valley in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, called Jehoshaphat from the meaning of the name, 'Jehovah judges.' This prophecy probably occasioned the name (not traced earlier than 300 a.d.) of the modern valley of Jehoshaphat, S. of Jerusalem. 

3. Captives of ancient warfare were distributed by lot (Obadiah 1:11; Nahum 3:10) and bartered in connexion with carousals.

4. Coasts of Palestine] RV 'regions of Philistia?' The question implies a protest against punishment by Tyre, etc. Will ye render, etc.] RM 'Will ye repay a deed of mine, or will ye do aught unto me? swiftly,' etc. Do you think to repay me a wrong which I have done you? or will you wrong me? In either case vengeance will be speedily executed upon you.

5. My silver, etc.] not necessarily from the Temple, but the property of the people was reckoned as Jehovah's. Temples] i.e. palaces, the dwellings of the rich. 

6. The Phœnicians (Tyre and Zidon) were famous as slave traders (Ezekiel 27:13; Amos 1:9). Grecians] Heb Jevanim, i.e. 'Ionians,' the name by which the Greeks were commonly known amongst the Hebrews: cp. Genesis 10:2-4; Ezekiel 27:13; Isaiah 66:19; Zechariah 9:13. That ye might, etc.] and thus increase your gain; since the further a slave from home, the greater his value, owing to his less opportunity to escape. Joel 3:5-6 do not necessarily refer directly to any specific events, but to a long course of conduct whereby these peoples profited by every disaster that befell Judah. 

7, 8. The captives are to be returned; the enemies in turn are to be taken captive and sold by the Jews to the far distant Sabeans in Arabia, a people famous for traffic in spices and gold (Isaiah 60:6; Jeremiah 6:20; Ezekiel 27:22; Job 6:19): cp. for story of their queen 1 Kings 10.

9. The theme of the general judgment announced in Joel 3:1-2 is resumed. Heralds are to summon the nations as though to a trial of arms with the hosts of Jehovah (Joel 3:9-11). Gentiles] RV 'nations.' Prepare] RM 'sanctify' with sacrifices or other religious ceremonies (1 Samuel 7:8.; Jeremiah 6:4; Micah 3:5). 

10. Instruments of peace are to be made those of war, the reverse of the promise of Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3. 

11. Assemble yourselves] RV 'Haste ye.' Jehovah also is to bring His heavenly hosts (Psalms 68:17; Psalms 103:20; Zechariah 14:5).

12. Jehovah now speaks announcing His advent for judgment. According to the NT. the advent of Jehovah is fulfilled in the first and second advents of Christ: cp. Matthew 25:31., and see below. 

13. The heavenly host is addressed. The harvest, ordinary symbol of joy and bounty (Psalms 4:7), is here one of terror (Isaiah 63:1.; Revelation 14:15): cp. also Matthew 13:30, Matthew 13:39.

14. The valley of decision] determination, judgment: the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2, Joel 3:12).

15. Cp. Joel 2:10, Joel 2:31. 

16. Roar] suggests the lion. His voice] the thunder: cp. Psalms 29. The figure is of a great tempest with the cry of the beast and thunder combined. Shake] cp. Joel 2:10.

The hope.. the strength] RV 'a refuge.. a stronghold': cp. Psalms 14:6; Psalms 27:1; Psalms 31:4; Psalms 43:2; Psalms 46:1. The very sounds announcing the doom of the nations will herald a place of safety for Israel.

17. The prophet knew of no heavenly Jerusalem, and he thought of the final consummation of the people of God in Palestine. Holy] inviolable. No enemy should again pass through Jerusalem.

18. Judah shall be wonderfully productive: cp. Amos 9:13. The perennial spring of the Temple mountain, which Isaiah (Isaiah 8:6) and the author of Psalms 46 had mentioned as a symbol of Jehovah's presence, Joel saw, after the manner of Ezekiel (Ezekiel 47:1.), issuing as a stream to water the dry and desert portion of the land symbolised under the valley of Shittim, or, RM, 'Acacias' (which is the meaning of Shittim), since the acacia grows in very dry places. A Shittim E. of the Jordan is mentioned (Numbers 25:1; Numbers 33:49; Joshua 2:1), but it is not probably referred to here. 

19. As a foil to the fertility of Judah is the desolation of Egypt and Edom, probably mentioned as typical examples of the countries hostile to Judah, and from which Israel had suffered the cruelties of warfare and massacre from the outset of their history. Edom, after the exile, was the object of bitter feeling for recent hostilities. Egypt, it may have been thought, had never adequately suffered for its treatment of Israel when in bondage, since it had escaped the overthrows of Assyria and Chaldea.

20. In their felicity, as described in Joel 3:17.

21. For I will cleanse, etc.] Either the city will be cleansed from all bloodguiltiness, cp. Ezekiel 22:3.; Isaiah 4:4; Malachi 3:3 or, more probably, we must render, with RM, 'and I will hold as innocent their blood which I have not held as innocent,' i.e. the blood of Israel will be held to have been shed innocently, and hence will be avenged upon their enemies. The guarantee is, For the Lord dwelleth in Zion: cp. Joel 3:17. 'Joel, in his little book, passes from the City of Destruction to the City Celestial.'

